Epidemiology of male sexual dysfunction.
Male sexual dysfunction includes erectile dysfunction (ED), ejaculation disorders, orgasmic dysfunctions, and disorders of sexual interest/desire. Although current epidemiologic research supports the high prevalence of ED worldwide, incidence data are limited. Furthermore, prevalence data on other male sexual dysfunctions are also limited whereas incidence data are lacking. These epidemiologic data vary widely due to the different definitions used, the method of sampling, and the unknown value of the instruments used to assess sexual dysfunction. Many of the epidemiologic studies are old and associated with poor methodology. Although risk factors for ED are well described, there are almost no data for risk factors in other sexual dysfunctions. The impact of modification of risk factors in sexual dysfunctions is extremely interesting. To provide evidence-based data, there is an urgent need for new, properly designed epidemiological research.